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I’m taking this month’s issue as a chance to introduce myself

… My name is Neil Basing and I’m from Medsin-UK. Myself, and 

Nicole, have joined the publications team and we both plan 

to work hard in bringing to you an informative, exciting and 

fantastic eVagus!

So, what do I do?! Well, I’m a local president at University 

College London and I’m the London Coordinator for Medsin-UK... 

makes me a kind of mini-VPI for London. I have a fair amount 

of experience in working on different publications. The role of 

London Coordinator involves writing for the London Medical 

Student newspaper on a monthly basis about Medsin activities, 

topics and news. Before this, I edited a newsletter in sixth form 

college, completed courses in journalism and creative writing 

and I have an A-Level in English Literature. I even created a 

school magazine when I was in junior school! Some other facts 

about me… I’m interested in Reproductive Health and AIDS, love 

to party (some of you may know this already!) and I’m addicted 

to trashy television!

Why do I want to work in publications? Because I believe 

publications are a great way of informing people about what’

s going on in the IFMSA, other NMOs and around the world. 

Publications can be truly effective in delivering global health 

education on a huge scale and, through them, we can share 

ideas, thoughts and experiences. I have been to two IFMSA 

General Assemblies now, Macedonia and Turkey, and eVagus 

is one way of sharing such an experience, as well as other 

experiences people have in their own countries, when taking 

part in an international project or running a successful 

campaign.

However, one of our goals is to give eVagus a bigger sense of 

appeal to local branches of NMOs, not just for those people 

who attend IFMSA meetings. We all began working in local 

committees and wouldn’t it be great to use this unique 

publication as a resource for everyone involved in the IFMSA 

around the world.

So, if you would like to get involved, contact Publications 

Director or myself (london@medsin.org) and help us make 

eVagus the magazine you really want!

Hope to hear from many of you in the future and meet some of 

you in Egypt,

Neil Basing

eVagus Sub-Editor& IFMSA Publications Director Assistant 

London@medsin.org

      

        Do you want to write about your NMO?

eVagus editorial team are looking for writers who are 

willing to wirte about activity in your NMO. Writing article 

for eVagus  is good chance to appeal your NMO to all NMO 

members. If you are interesed in writing article, please 

e-mail to publications@ifmsa.org or  london@medsin.org.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

         online eVagus 

Since April edition, HTML version eVagus is also published in 

IFMSA.org. HTML version is easier to check the articles. than PDF.

Please tell your frieds and get information from other NMO 

members!!!

Hey to all of the eVagus readers this month!
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The IFMSA General Assembly in Turkey 

was one of the unforgettable events 

in my life, in which the International 

F e d e ra t i o n  o f  M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t s ' 

Associations-Palestine got its candidate 

membership in the 54th meeting of 

IFMSA.

IFMSA Palestine started as a dream, 

a dream that seemed very difficult 

to achieve and surrounded by many 

reasons to  fa i l ;  a  country  that  is 

completely occupied with unstable 

situations, checkpoints that make our 

communication impossible and people 

who lack many things that prevent them 

from leading a normal life.

The idea of IFMSA Palestine started in 

January 2004 by a number of students; 

students who wanted an organization to 

represent them in IFMSA and to open the 

opportunity for them to share ideas and 

experience, and to establish a framework 

nationally that could join them together.

We started contacting IFMSA through 

our  regional  coordinator  and the 

President, trying to figure out, through 

the IFMSA web site, what needed to be 

done to establish a member organization 

that would be sustainable and represent 

us in the IFMSA. However, this mission 

a p p e a r e d  s o  c o m p l i c a t e d !  W i t h 

constitutions and bylaws that are very 

difficult to understand, abbreviations 

that are very a challenge to remember, 

committees with different names and 

objectives, and everything else that looks 

strange for a newcomer to the IFMSA. 

.In Macedonia, I attended my first General 

Assembly of IFMSA, after we realized that 

the best way to understand the IFMSA is 

to be involved closely.  I attended SCORP 

sessions which I found very impressive! 

With all these students from all over 

the world who came together for a one 

reason joining them together; working 

for a healthier tomorrow. We had already 

started working in a Refugees & Human 

rights committee and had done our first 

project; the refugee camp project in 

Bethlehem in partnership with IPPNW.

Everything was new to me in Macedonia, 

but it was not difficult to get to know 

IFMSA in couple of days and I learnt 

how to establish an NMO. In fact, it was 

my first time understanding what the 

abbreviation stands for!

I had several discussions with the 

President of IFMSA and with other NMOs 

in our region during the GA, which 

facilitated my understanding of it. And 

it was during that GA that, for the first 

time, I had the feeling that establishing 

IFMSA Palestine wass achievable.

 I left the GA with a lot of friends, a lot 

of people I admired and with enough 

motivation to continue our work in 

setting up IFMSA Palestine.

Af ter  re turning  f rom Macedonia , 

getting the students motivated was 

one of the difficult things we faced, 

especially when they have a lot of 

things to worry about; the separation 

wall that separated their school form 

their training hospitals, their unstable 

i rregular  c lasses  schedule  due to 

closures and how to bypass checkpoints 

to reach their hospitals and classes. But 

fortunately, many enthusiastic students 

were still interested in establishing 

an organization to benefit their needy 

society, their first and sole Palestinian 

medical Faculty, and to represent the 

Palestinian medical students in such a 

prestigious international forum.

Our aim was not to establish IFMSA 

Palestine only, but it was to establish 

an organization that lasts,  and an 

organization will live that will live and 

survive all the difficulties it may face.  

I F M S A  P a l e s t i n e  h a d  t o  g e t  t h e 

recognition nationally by our medical 

Unforgettable event in March Meeting 2005

~IFMSA-Palestine got its candidate membership~

After getting the candidate membership in Plenary session

Focus
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schoo l  and  then  to  const ruct  an 

o rg a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  wo u l d  g e t  t h e 

respect of national and international 

communities. Finally, we established 

IFMSA Palestine with the same structure 

of the IFMSA and having the same 

committees as the IFMSA.

Luckily, we had a very supportive dean 

who helped us achieve our dream of 

making IFMSA Palestine a reality, as well 

as a group of teachers who supported us 

to achieve this goal, without forgetting 

the Foundation of Al-Quds medical 

school in the UK who played a great role 

in our success.

We applied for membership a few days 

before the deadline, yet we were still 

worried about being accepted as a 

candidate member, as Palestine is still 

not recognized as a state by the UN.

A delegation of four medical students 

attended the March Meeting of IFMSA, 

wi th  h igh  hopes  o f  becoming  an 

official NMO. In the first few days of the 

assembly, the IFMSA would be deciding 

whether IFMSA Palestine would be 

accepted as a candidate member. In 

the plenary in which IFMSA Palestine 

membership was to be decided, I went 

to the stage to present our presentation 

what the outcome might be. Suddenly, 

before finishing the presentation, the 

whole audience stood up and started 

clapping. Their support of our work and 

achievements thrilled me and I was full 

of emotions that I can never express 

in words. Then, the IFMSA member 

organizations supported our candidature; 

with FIMS supporting and seconding 

the motion to have IFMSA Palestine as a 

candidate member.

IFMSA Palestine was given membership 

in an event that was described as one 

of the greatest in IFMSA history, with 

medical students from all over the world 

rising above political issues, setting a 

great example of acceptance, tolerance 

and respect between nations, with 

Palestine having the same rights and 

representation of any country in the 

world. What a great moment!

Anas Eid

President  IFMSA-Palestine (Palestine)

The ninth PAMSA regional meeting 

was held from 5th-7th January, 2005 in 

Panama City, Panama. Over 30 delegates 

from 9 countries attended the event, 

alongside another 15 people from the 

team of officials and over 40 members 

from IFMSA-Panama, the organizing 

NMO. The theme of the conference was 

"Connecting our NMOs: Better, Stronger, 

Health-Focused", which proved to be a 

huge success.

Several workshops were run, including 

one on Mental Health and one on Sexual 

and Reproductive Health, with guest 

speakers, such as Dr. Mazzoti from Peru 

and Dr. Montalvan, who ran the sexual 

and reproductive health workshop. 

There were also brief regional SCOPE and 

SCOME sessions held by their respective 

SC directors and PAMSA sessions which 

focused on the development of the 

region as a whole.

The unofficial side of the conference, the 

night celebrations, were wild and filled 

with lots of seco and Soberana beer. 

IFMSA-Panama took good care of all of us 

and provided quite an experience. Many 

will agree that the Hotel Marparaiso 

was completely caught off-guard with 

the number of people attended, yet the 

minor problems were soon resolved.

All in all, it was a great experience for the 

Americas as our first regional meeting 

outside of a GA and there are hopes 

that this will occur every two years. 

Many thanks to IFMSA-Panama and the 

Universidad Latina de Panama for all 

their support and special thanks to our 

friend, and now retired, NMO president 

Dr. Anthony Imudia from IFMSA-Panama 

for his role in the organization of this 

fantastic conference.

Lawrence Loh

Regional Co-ordinator for the Americas

rcamerica@ifmsa.org

PAMSA Regional Meeting - A Success!

Regional Events
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More than 200 delegates from 7 different 

countries gathered in Pattaya, Thailand 

from 18th- 22nd March, 2005.  With the 

excellent work of the organizing NMO, 

IFMSA-Thailand, and the support of the 

7 delegates from the team of officials, 

the 3rd IFMSA Asia-Oceania Regional 

Meeting proved to be a success.  

The theme of the conference was the 

“Millennium Development Goals: Malaria 

and HIV/AIDS”.  A workshop was run 

based on these topics, along with the 

guest speakers Dr.Somsak Lholekha 

and Dr.Tawee Chotpitayasunondh, who 

gave us lectures during the opening 

ceremony. The countries’ project fair 

was time for all participating NMOs to 

present the HIV/AIDS situation in their 

countries.

The “tsunami” was also a timely topic in 

which many delegates actively took part 

in workshops and discussions.  After the 

disaster at the end of December, the IOC 

(International Organizing Committee of 

ARM) decided to change its agenda for 

a Plenary Session, to dedicate the time 

for sharing information among affected 

and unaffected countries and discussing 

the role of medical students in tsunami 

relief efforts. As a result, voices from 

across the region called for further 

action; IFMSA Asia-Oceania is likely to 

cooperate with the IFMSA Emergency 

and Disaster Network to organize 

steady relief effort projects to help the 

victimized countries in the near future. 

Several standing committees have also 

conducted their sessions based on the 

tsunami.

Thanks to IFMSA-Thailand, the night 

celebrations were truly satisfying 

indeed. “Tiffany’s Show” was an event 

that brought laughter to all delegates 

throughout the rest of the conference 

and the private beach at Dusit Resort 

Hotel was packed with excited delegates 

every night. Many enjoyed dancing on 

the stage and spending time on the 

beach.  

All things considered, the five days 

in Pattaya offered us a very fruitful 

meeting. Two years ago, 20 delegates got 

together in Manila, Philippines, holding 

the 1st IFMSA Asia-Oceania Regional 

Meeting.  The number of participants 

greatly leaped upward in the 2nd 

Meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, last 

year. And this year, it just got better. 

It is simply amazing to see their inner 

strength bloom in such a short period. 

Many thanks, once again, to IFMSA-

Thailand for all their effort and support 

and a special thanks to our friend Knot, 

for her fantastic role as the LOC (Local 

Organizing Committee) Chair. 

Fauziah Asnely Putri

Regional Co-ordinator for Asia

rcasia@ifmsa.org

Miho Ishii

VPE IFMSA-Japan(Japan)

Sec. Gen, 3rd IFMSA Asia-Oceania 

Regional Meeting IOC

The 3rd IFMSA Asia-Oceania Regional Meeting- A lot of Fun!!

Closing Party with OC members 

Traditional Thai Dance Night with Asian RM T-Shirts

Regional Events




